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Brief Title: Creating the Hol ocaust victins insurance relief act.
HB 1226 - DI GEST

Provi des that to assi st Hol ocaust victins to recover proceeds
frominsurance policies that were inproperly denied or processed,
or from other assets, or both, the insurance conm ssioner nmay
establish a Hol ocaust survivor assistance office.

Aut hori zes the i nsurance conm ssioner to establish atoll-free
t el ephone nunber, to be adm nistered by the Hol ocaust survivor
assistance office, and available in English and such other
| anguages as the comm ssioner deens appropriate. This toll-free
t el ephone nunber may be used to assist any Washington citizen or
resident seeking to recover proceeds from an insurance policy
i ssued to or covering the life or property of Hol ocaust victins, as
wel | as other recoverabl e assets.

Aut hori zes the insurance conm ssioner to cooperate and
exchange information wth other states establishing simlar
Hol ocaust survivor assistance offices and with the international
comm ssion, and may enter into agreenents whereby a single
processing office may be established on behalf of, and to provide
services to the residents of, several states.

Aut hori zes the insurance conm ssioner to establish and
maintain a central registry containing records and information

relating to i nsurance policies of victins, |iving and deceased, of
t he Hol ocaust.

Requires any insurer that sold life, property, liability,
health, annuities, dowy, educational, or casualty insurance

policies, to persons in Europe, that were in effect between 1920
and 1945, to file or cause to be filed the follow ng information
with the conm ssioner to be entered into the Hol ocaust insurance
conpany registry: (1) Alist of such insurance policies;

(2) the insureds, beneficiaries, and face anounts of such
policies; and

(3) a conparison of the nanes and ot her avail abl e identifying
i nformati on of insureds and beneficiaries of such policies and the
names and other identifying information of the victins of the
Hol ocaust .

Declares that the destruction of any records or other
materials pertaining to such policies shall be a class C fel ony
according to chapter 9A. 20 RCW Evidence of the destruction of
such material shall be admssible in both admnistrative and
judicial proceedi ngs as evidence in support of any cl ai mbei ng made
agai nst the insurer involving the destroyed material. 1t shall be
permssible to infer that the destroyed naterial was destroyed to



prevent discovery of information supporting a claim

Aut hori zes the insurance comm ssioner to fund the costs of
operating both the Hol ocaust survivor assistance office and the
Hol ocaust clains registry by assessnents upon those insurers
providing information to the registry.

Declares that any insurer that knowingly files information
required by this act that is false shall be liable for a civil
penalty not to exceed ten thousand dollars for each violation.
This penalty is appropriated to the office of the insurance
conmi ssioner to be used by it to aidin the resolution of Hol ocaust
i nsurance cl ai ns.

Aut horizes the insurance comm ssioner to suspend the
certificate of authority to conduct insurance business in the state
of Washington of any insurer that fails to conply with the
requi renents of this chapter by or after the two hundred tenth day
after the effective date of this act, until the time that the
insurer conplies wwth this act.

Aut horizes the insurance comm ssioner to suspend the
application of this act to any insurer that is participating in the
i nternational conm ssion process in good faith and is working
through the international commssion to resolve all outstanding
claims with offers of fair settlenments in a reasonable tine frane.

Provi des that any action brought by a Hol ocaust survivor or
the heir or beneficiary of a Hol ocaust survivor or victim seeking
proceeds of the insurance policies issued or in effect before 1945
shall not be dism ssed for failure to conply with the applicable
statute of limtations, provided the action is comenced on or
bef ore Decenber 31, 2010.



